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Minutes   December 3, 2007 
 

 

The reorganization meeting of the Board of School Directors convened at 5:00 p.m. in the Community 
Board Room. 
 
PLEDGE OF 
ALLEGIANCE 

Following the pledge, President Snyder welcomed Judge Schmehl who 
noted that the following individuals were elected to serve on the 
Wyomissing Area School Board for a 4-year term:  Lawrence A. 
Fitzgerald, John A. Larkin, Gregory L. Portner, Lynn T. Sakmann, and 
Daniel K. Snyder.  All of their certificates of election were presented.  
Copies are included as part of these official minutes. 
 
Judge Schmehl administered the oath of office to each member, 
congratulated them, and notarized each oath.  Copies of the documents 
are included as part of these official minutes. 
 
The secretary called the roll of Board members. 

  
Board Members Present: 
 

Mrs. Barnett, Mr. Deem, Mr. Fitzgerald, Mr. Hinsey, Mrs. McCready, 
Mr. Larkin, Mr. Portner, Mrs. Sakmann, and Mr. Snyder. 

  
Administrative Staff 
Present: 

Dr. Larson, Mrs. Mason, Ms. Garman, Dr. Speace, Dr. Pulkowski,  
Mr. Ashton, Mr. Babb, Mr. Dawson, Mr. Laubach, Mrs. Motze,  
Mr. Roberts, Mrs. Simyak, Mrs. Whye, and Dr. Zerr. 

  
Attendees: Mr. Brian Boland, Kozloff Stoudt, Diane Schaeffer, recording secretary.  

Mr. Bill Murray, Mrs. Judy Fitzgerald, and Mr. Mike Mitchell. 
  
ELECTION OF 
OFFICERS 

Mrs. Sakmann was elected as temporary president and asked for a 
motion to open the floor to nominations for officers. 
 
A motion was made by Mr. Larkin and seconded by Mrs. Barnett to 
open the floor to nominations for the office of president.  Motion 
carried. 
 
A motion was made by Mr. Fitzgerald and seconded by Mrs. McCready 
to nominate Daniel Snyder as president. 
 
There being no other nominations, Mrs. McCready moved and Mrs. 
Barnett seconded a motion to close the nominations.  Motion carried. 
 
Mr. Snyder was unanimously elected in a roll call vote to the office of 
President. 
 
President Snyder called for nominations for the office of Vice President. 
 
A motion was made by Mrs. Sakmann and seconded by Mr. Fitzgerald 
to open the floor to nominations for the office of Vice President.  
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Motion carried. 
 
A motion was made by Mrs. McCready and seconded by Mrs. Sakmann 
to nominate John Larkin as Vice President. 
 
There being no other nominations, Mrs. Sakmann moved and Mr. 
Hinsey seconded a motion to close the nominations.  Motion carried. 
 
Mr. Larkin was unanimously elected in a roll call vote to the office of 
Vice President. 
 
President Snyder congratulated Mr. Larkin and they continued with the 
agenda items. 

  
 Mr. Snyder announced that there would no longer be an athletics liaison. 

 
Mrs. McCready stated that she spoke with Dr. Larson and Mrs. Motze 
and feels they are covered under other liaison reports. 
 
Mrs. Barnett requested that everyone be notified when the liaison 
meetings are scheduled, but be careful not to have more than 5 members 
in attendance at any liaison meeting unless it is properly advertised. 

  
APPOINTMENT OF 
LIAISONS & 
REPRESENTATIVES 

Upon motion by Mrs. McCready, second by Mrs. Sakmann, the 
following liaisons and representatives and board meeting schedule for 
2008 were approved.  Lists included as part of these official minutes. 
 
a.  Board Liaisons 
 
b.  Representative to PSBA 
 
c. Representative to WAEF 
 
d. Representative to Joint Boroughs/District Committee 

 
e. Appointment of representative and alternate to the Earned Income 

Tax Bureau for a one-year term. 
 

f. Date, time, and location of workshop meetings, regular monthly 
meetings, and reorganization meeting for calendar year 2008. 

 
Yeas: 9 
Nays: 0.  Motion carried. 

  
 Mrs. Barnett inquired if all the board meetings would be held in the 

district office board room.  After some discussion, it was decided that 
some meetings would be scheduled at the elementary buildings and 
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advertised appropriately. 
  
PUBLIC COMMENT There were no public comments on agenda items. 

 
Mrs. Barnett reported that as policy liaison, she met with Dr. Larson and 
procedures for reviewing policies were discussed.  They agreed that in 
January the policy will be revised to indicate the elimination of the 
athletic liaison. 
 
Mr. Snyder and the board members welcomed Mr. Greg Portner, the 
newly elected board member. 

  
PERSONNEL  
  
APPROVED 
PERSONNEL REPORT  

Upon motion by Mrs. Sakmann and second by Mrs. McCready, the 
Board approved the Personnel Report for December 2007 which is 
included as part of these official minutes. 

  
 
 
 

Yeas: Barnett, Deem, Fitzgerald, Hinsey, McCready, Larkin, 
Sakmann, Portner, and Snyder. 

Nays: None.  Motion carried. 
  
CURRICULUM There were no agenda items for board approval. 
  
FINANCE/BUSINESS 

OFFICE 

There were no agenda items for board approval. 

  
FACILITIES There were no agenda items for Board approval. 

 
The Board discussed the work the Citizens Facilities Council is doing 
and Mr. Snyder expressed the need to be prepared to react to the 
information and input they will be providing in a timely manner. 
 
Mr. Larkin suggested categorizing the project needs, and Mrs. 
McCready stated they need to know how much money would be 
required. 
 
Mr. Fitzgerald expressed concern about determining what are expense 
items and what are budget inclusions. 
 
Dr. Larson stated that perhaps the architect could prepare an 
abbreviated, condensed list of the items.  She will contact the architect 
to share the request. 

  

SCHOOL 

ACTIVITIES & 

ATHLETICS 

There were no agenda items for board approval. 
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TECHNOLOGY There were no agenda items for Board approval. 
 
Mr. Fitzgerald said that he and Mr. Hinsey are trying to set up a meeting 
for next week with Mr. Laubach.  

  

SUPERINTENDENT’S  

OFFICE 

There were no agenda items for Board approval. 

  
ADMINISTRATIVE 
REPORTS 

Student Enrollment  (Informational) 

  

OLD BUSINESS None. 
  
NEW BUSINESS None. 
  

  
PUBLIC 
PARTICIPATION 

Mr. Mike Mitchell asked what the district plans to do about their girls’ 
teams playing teams with boys as members. 
 
Mrs. Motze reported that it was discussed at a meeting in November.  
The county association is still looking at it, but at this point it is the 
district’s policy that we will play with teams that have boys playing. 
 
Mrs. Barnett stated that she believes Mr. Mitchell’s concern is for the 
safety of our girls.  She stated her perception was that the policy was 
changed out of a concern for Title IX and desire to have girls fill the 
spots. 
 
It was noted that Antietam allows boys because they would not have 
enough girls to have a team. 
 
Mr. Mitchell asked what is the district's liability? 
 
Mrs. Motze responded that the same as with any other sport. 
 
Mr. Mitchell recalled that Dr. Dietz wrote a letter to Central Catholic 
when we did not play at their gym. 
 
Mrs. Motze repeated that it is still being looked into and safety is one 
factor, but the district must meet Title IX compliance. 
 
Someone asked if Antietam is the only school with boys on the team and 
Mrs. Motze responded that Antietam and Reading have boys.  She stated 
that she feels the league will do something if they find they are legally 
able to and it is worth discussing when we know what they are going to 
do. 
 
Mr. Snyder asked Mrs. Motze to keep the Board informed. 
 
Mr. Bill Murray discussed the Board’s decision to eliminate the athletic 
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liaison.  He noted there has been much discussion in the past and now 
there will not be a point person to go to.   
 
He noted that he mentioned last month that the Board didn’t follow 
policy when hiring the assistant superintendent and now the policy that 
covers appointing people to committees is being disregarded.  
 
Mr. Murray asked for the time table on the referendum and expressed 
his concern with a possible $50 million referendum. 
 
Mr. Larkin noted it could be fall but will depend on what information is 
provided to the Board. 
 
Mrs. Barnett responded to Murray’s statement that policy was 
disregarded.  She reiterated that she and Dr. Larson met last Thursday to 
discuss policies and didn’t see any point in rushing to change the policy 
before the January Board meeting. 
 
Mr. Murray replied that when it comes after the fact, people are suspect 
and within a month this is the second time policies have not been 
followed.   
 
Mr. Snyder announced that an executive session to discuss a real estate 
matter will be held at the conclusion of the meeting and no action will 
be taken. 

  
ADJOURNMENT A motion was made at 6:01 p.m. by Mrs. McCready and seconded by  

Mr. Fitzgerald to adjourn. 
   

  
 __________________________________ 

     Corinne D. Mason 
  Board Secretary 

 



December 3, 2007 

 

PERSONNEL REPORT 
 

 

 

I. Approve Professional Staff Appointment – Brianna Angove, Special Education Teacher 
(Learning Support) at the Jr./Sr. High School, B+15, Step 4, $41,600, prorated, with an 
anticipated effective date of February 4, 2008, pending receipt of necessary documents. 
 
Background Information:  Ms. Angove is a graduate of Kutztown University where she majored 

in special education and elementary education with a concentration in mentally and physically 

handicapped.  She is currently pursuing a Masters with a Reading Specialist Certification at 

Kutztown University and her ESL Certification at Penn State, Berks Campus. 

Ms. Angove has been employed as a learning support teacher for the past four years by the 

Reading School District.  Prior to that time, she was a substitute teacher for early intervention 

and autistic support at the BCIU. 

 

II. Approve/Ratify Support Staff Resignations: 
 

a.  Kimberly A. Tetley, Secretary to the Principal at West Reading Elementary Center, 
effective December 28, 2007.  

 

b. Lisa Hoff, full-time Special Education Instructional Aide at Wyomissing Hills Elementary 
Center, effective November 30, 2007. 

 

III. Ratify Intern Appointment – Melissa Brice, Communications Intern, $4,680, prorated, effective 
October 11, 2007 through to the end of the 2007-08 school year. 

 

IV. Approve Supplemental Activity Appointment – Jennifer Pors, Jr. High Drama Director, 17.5 
points, $1,409, effective January 1, 2008, for the second half of the 2007-08 school year.   

 

V. Approve Position Guide – Supervisor of Reading, K-12 

 
VI. Ratify Support Staff Unpaid Leave Requests 

 
a.  Shari Kelly, part-time Food Service Worker at West Reading Elementary Center, unpaid 

leave October 24, 25 and 26, 2007. 
 

b. Jean Cronrath, part-time Crossing Guard at West Reading Elementary Center, unpaid 
leave October 29-31 and November 1-21, 2007. 

 

VII. Approve FMLA Request – Michael Miller, Secondary Art Teacher at the Jr./Sr. High School, a 
family and medical leave of absence effective December 7 until approximately December 21, 
2007. 



               

 

VIII. Ratify Deletions to Substitute List: 
 

a. James Everline, deletion from the professional substitute list, effective November 16, 2007. 
b. Paul Yerrick, deletion from the support substitute list, effective November 29, 2007. 

 

IX. Approve additions to district volunteer list. 
 

 


